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REPORT 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1951, 
of  the  general  conditions,  health  and  vital  statistics  of  the  Barrow-upon- 
Soar  Rural  District. 


The  Report  is  in  conformity  with  suggestions  made  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  also  incorporates  a section  subscribed  by  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Public  Health  Department  moved 
to  the  new  Council  Offices  at  Rothley  Grange  and  its  work  proceeds 
happily  under  conditions  such  as  where  Adam  delved  and  Eve  span. 


It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  there  has  been  no  outbreak  of  infection 
of  a serious  nature  during  the  year,  and  the  pages  of  the  Monthly  Reports 
have  seldom  occasioned  serious  debate.  It  has  been  said  that,  when 
China  organises  a Public  Health  Service  the  population  problems  will 
be  beyond  control.  This  prediction  must  not  influence  our  Public  Health 
efforts  and  aspirations  and  our  successes  may  well  be  judged  by  the 
problems  they  create  for  the  economists  and  politicians.  By  its  very 
efficiency  it  would  appear  that  the  Public  Health  Service  was  bringing 
about  its  own  demise.  Especially  in  the  field  of  infectious  diseases  does 
this  appear  so  very  true.  Nearly  all  the  infectious  diseases,  so  deadly  a 
decade  or  two  ago,  are  now  either  rarities  or  easy  to  control.  It  is  not 
being  unduly  optimistic  to  predict  that  whooping  cough  will  soon  lose 
its  present  concern  in  medical  care.  To  neglect  Public  Health  measures 
at  this  stage  in  science  would  be  a grievous  fault,  as  disease  knows  no 
defeat  and  is  ever  ready  to  rise  again.  It  is  not  untrue  to  say  there  are 
now  new  diseases,  and  poliomyelitis  is  to  be  so  regarded. 


A troublesome  thorn,  or  pebble  in  the  shoe,  is  the  periodicity  of 
epidemics  of  measles.  Early  in  the  year  the  whole  area  suffered  a rather 
severe  epidemic  and  at  Barrow-upon-Soar  practically  the  entire  child 
population  of  2 years  of  age  was  affected.  The  epidemic  was  national  in 
its  extent  and  the  virus  nature  of  measles  must  be  understood  to  realise 
the  difficulty  of  its  control.  Its  high  infectivity  is  active  before  the  cul- 
minating signs  and  symptoms  are  apparent  to  mother  or  teacher.  Every 
effort  was  made  to  control  the  epidemic  and  senior  teachers  were  advised 
as  to  the  character  of  the  disease  and  their  co-operation  did,  to  a large 
extent,  prevent  the  necessity  to  close  schools.  To  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  measles  is  as  worrying  as  foot  and  mouth  disease  is  to  the 
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Veterinary  Surgeon — but  the  M.O.H.  has  not  the  same  powers  of  legis- 
lation to  limit  the  spread  of  infection! 


There  is  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  water  supplies  in  the 
rural  district  with  the  exception  of  the  village  of  South  Croxton.  The 
villagers  still  have  to  draw  water  for  their  domestic  needs  from  pumps — 
very  picturesque,  of  course,  this  pump  handle  and  bucket  method,  but 
most  deplorable  in  that  in  practically  all  cases  the  supplies  are  polluted 
and  many  of  the  wells  run  dry  after  periods  of  dry  weather.  It  was 
hoped  that  a piped  supply  would  have  been  provided,  but  at  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  the  scheme  was  held  up  at  a national  level. 


The  subject  of  sewage  disposal  can  perhaps  best  be  dealt  with  as  it  is 
at  Council  Meetings — with  “the  voiceful  silence  of  despair”.  The  con- 
ditions at  Birstall  are  still  the  same  as  in  previous  reports.  The  proposed 
work  of  improvement  has  not  yet  begun  and  what  more  can  be  done  save 
hope? — but  it  must  be  with  “a  hope  that  never  yields  nor  faints”  as 
every  prospect  of  early  progress  is  met  with  frustration.  In  a lesser 
degree,  and  this  is  only  because  of  the  comparative  size  of  the  villages, 
the  disposal  methods  and  also  the  sewers  at  Cossington  and  Thrussington 
are  in  a bad  state. 


The  building  of  new  houses  has  been  one  of  the  Council’s  chief 
concerns  during  the  year,  176  being  built  by  the  Council  and  17  by 
private  enterprise.  Taking  into  consideration  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
sites  and  tighter  economies  in  the  supply  of  materials  and  shortage  of 
labour  there  is  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  progress  which  was  made 
during  the  year.  There  are  still  not  enough  houses  for  all,  and  even  at 
the  present  rate  of  building  there  is  little  more  being  done  than  replacing 
some  of  the  most  insanitary  of  the  properties  and  rehousing  badly  over- 
crowded cases.  Can  yet  an  approach  be  made  to  the  problem  of  slum 
clearance?  Unless  conditions  greatly  improve,  this  is  a problem  which 
will  have  to  be  shelved  for  several  years  and  the  policy  of  placing  Demoli- 
tion Orders  on  individual  houses  of  such  low  standard  where  there  is  a 
definite  and  immediate  danger  to  health  is  the  only  realistic  policy  which 
can  be  applied  at  present. 

The  work  of  converting  pail  closets  into  water  closets  has  proceeded 
at  a steady  rate  and  the  responsibility  for  this  work  has  now  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Public  Health  Department.  Many  more  houses  have  also 
had  piped  water  taken  into  the  house  instead  of  having  to  share  a common 
tap  in  the  yard. 

Reconstruction  of  drainage  and  general  repairs  to  properties  have 
engaged  the  staff  in  a considerable  amount  of  worthwhile  work.  Inspec- 
ting properties  and  interviewing  builders — yes,  you’ve  met  them.  Suggest 
a new  down-comer  and  he  wants  to  re-slate  the  roof:  order  a new  latch 
and  he  repanels  the  door.  No  wonder  owners  protest  at  the  great  cost 
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of  maintaining  property  in  good  repair,  but  it  is  certain  that  a rapid 
deterioration  in  property  is  arrested  by  a continuous  policy  of  repair. 


During  the  year  the  legislative  measures  of  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  have  not  been  necessary  for  the  Institutional  care 
of  old  people.  Progress  in  geriatric  medicine  depends  largely  upon  an 
understanding  of  the  social  problems  in  gerontology.  Research  and 
Public  Health  has  given  the  individual  more  years  in  which  to  live — the 
problem  must  now  be  solved  of  giving  life  to  those  years.  This  problem 
is  beyond  the  scope  of  the  broad-spectrum  antibiotics  but  perhaps  within 
the  field  of  endocrinology,  the  mysteries  of  which  are  just  beginning  to 
be  revealed. 


Much-needed  legislation  in  the  form  of  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other 
Filling  Materials  Act,  1951,  came  into  force  on  the  1st  October,  1951. 
This  Act  deals  with  the  licensing  and  the  registration  of  premises  where 
materials  are  used  in  manufacturing  bedding,  toys,  baby  carriages  and 
other  articles  of  upholstery.  It  is  hoped  that  eventually  the  legislated 
requirements  will  also  be  extended  to  include  the  refilling  of  second-hand 
furniture.  At  present  the  re-upholstering  of  second-hand  furniture  is  not 
under  control  and  any  unmarked  or  unclean  materials  may  be  used  as 
filling  materials. 


I am  very  grateful  to  the  Council  for  the  interest  shown  in  the  work  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  as  this  is  ever  of  encouragement. 


Without  the  expert  opinions  and  advice  of  colleagues  in  other  depart- 
ments the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  would,  in  many  instances, 
have  required  time-taking  investigation,  and  I wish  to  express  my  thanks 
for  their  valued  assistance. 


To  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  W.  Donovan,  and  to  all 
members  of  the  Department,  I wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation 
for  their  painstaking  work,  and  I am  sure  that  their  ready  co-operation 
ensures  that  every  bud  doth  flower:  what  a phrase — most  truly  SENATOR 
VICTOR  PEARCEUM  MEUM  MAGISTRUM  EST. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 
Area — 54,804  acres 

Resident  population  

Number  of  houses  inhabited  at  the  end  of  1951 

Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 


47,770 
13,994 
£238,153 
£909  11  4 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population — Census  1931  30,862 

Population — National  Registration  1939  41,599 

Population  (Estimated  from  Birth  and  Death  Rates  1951) 47,770 


BIRTHS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1950 

Legitimate 

364 

337 

701 

714 

Illegitimate  

15 

10 

25 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

379 

347 

726 

747 

1951 

1950 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

15.2 

15.9 

England  and  Wales  

15.5 

15.8 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1950 

Legitimate  

8 

4 

12 

15 

Illegitimate  



- 

- 

2 

8 

4 

12 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

1951 

0.25 

1950 

0.36 

England  and  Wales  

0.36 

0.37 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1950 

All  causes  and  ages  

264 

261 

525 

494 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population 

1951 

11.0 

1950 

10.5 

England  and  Wales  

12.5 

11.6 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1950 

Legitimate 

5 

7 

12 

10 

Illegitimate  

1 

- 

1 

3 

6 

7 

13 

13 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

1951 

1950 

Legitimate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

17.1 

14.0 

Illegitimate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

40.0 

90.9 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 

17.9 

17.4 

England  and  Wales  

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  FOUR  WEEKS  OF 

AGE 

29.6 

29.8 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1950 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

5 

6 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

3 

4 

2 

6 

9 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age 

1951 

1950 

Legitimate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

7.13 

8.5 

Illegitimate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

40.00 

90.9 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 

8.26 

12.0 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1950 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

...  6 

4 

10 

13 

2. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

2 

2 

_ 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  

1 

1 

2 

_ 

4. 

Diphtheria 

... 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

1 

1 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

...  1 

- 

1 

- 

7. 

Poliomyelitis  

... 

- 

- 

1 

8. 

Measles 

- 

_ 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

... 

- 

2 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 

...  3 

9 

12 

15 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm  lung  ... 

...  8 

3 

11 

7 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm  breast 

... 

12 

12 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm  uterus 

... 

1 

1 

4 

14. 

Other  lymphatic  neoplasms 

...  26 

20 

46 

34 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

...  3 

1 

4 

- 

16. 

Diabetes  

1 

2 

3 

6 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

...  25 

46 

71 

67 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

...  38 

22 

60 

44 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

...  19 

18 

37 

16 

20. 

Other  heart  diseases  

...  36 

58 

94 

107 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

...  15 

16 

31 

30 

22. 

Influenza  

...  11 

7 

18 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia  ... 

...  13 

4 

17 

19 

24. 

Bronchitis 

...  15 

6 

21 

18 

25. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

...  2 

- 

2 

6 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

...  6 

1 

7 

5 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

1 

2 

3 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

... 

1 

1 

5 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

...  5 

- 

5 

8 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

... 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

...  3 

2 

5 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

...  20 

17 

37 

50 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  

...  2 

1 

3 

12 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

...  2 

3 

5 

9 

35. 

Suicide 

...  2 

1 

3 

8 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

... 

- 

- 

- 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

GENERAL 

The  total  number  of  each  disease  notified  was  as  follows: — 


Cerebro-spinal  meningitis 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Measles  954 

Pneumonia  ...  ..  . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Poliomyelitis  (Acute)  (Infantile  Paralysis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  60 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  386 


The  following  table  classifies  these  notifications  (excluding  tuberculosis) 
according  to  age  groups: — 
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TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED 
Age  Periods 


Disease 

0- 

1- 

3- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

Age  un- 
known Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

10 

16 

24 

8 

2 

- 

- 

- 

60 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

...  33 

95 

116 

137 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

386 

1 

Measles 

...  26 

216  292 

381 

23 

8 

3 

5 

954 

- 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

... 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

1 

- 

5 

- 

Pneumonia 

...  3 

1 

5 

5 

- 

6 

16 

IS 

22 

- 

76 

17 

Dysentery 

...  2 

9 

5 

4 

2 

2 

12 

3 

1 

- 

40 

- 

Erysipelas 

... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

- 

10 

- 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

- 

IMMUNISATION 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  who  were  immunised 
during  the  period  1st  January — 31st  December,  1951 : — 

Age  at  Under 

12.31.51  1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14 

i.e.  born  in  year  1951  1950  1949  1948  1947  1946  1945  1944  1943  1942  1941  1940  1930  1938  19-37 

Primary 

Immunisation  72  458  77  84834---1--- 

Booster  Dose  _ _ _ _ 40  304  65  1 1 7 1 2 2 4 1 1 


TUBERCULOSIS 


During  the  year  1951  the  following  cases  and  deaths  from  Tuber- 
culosis were  notified: — 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

0-  

1-  

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

!!!  1 

2 

_ 

1 

I 

_ 

I 

1 

5-  

10-  

15-  

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

!!!  5 

5 

1 

1 

I 

I 

I 

25-  

5 

8 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

35-  

6 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

_ 

45-  

5 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

- 

55-  

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65-  

2 

1 

3 

- 

1 

Age  unknown  ... 

... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26 

18 

5 

4 

6 

4 

- 

2 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLY 

“In  a barren  and  dry  land  where  no  water  is.'’  South  Croxton  has 
had  prominence  in  every  Annual  Report  because  of  its  lack  of  a piped 
water  supply.  Yet  again  it  has  distinction.  Government  sanction  for 
water  supply  schemes  is  not  as  predictable  as  the  monsoons,  but  it  is 
felt  certain  that  water  will  shortly  come  to  South  Croxton.  “Shortly”, 
however,  is  to  be  defined  as  “in  this  decade”. 

There  are  13,451  houses  in  the  district  with  a main  water  supply 
within  the  curtilage  of  the  houses  and  543  houses  are  supplied  from  wells 


7 


and  springs.  This  compares  favourably  with  conditions  of  previous 
years. 

The  main  supply  in  the  district  is  from  the  Leicester  source  of  supply 
while  Loughborough  Corporation  supplies  a few  houses.  The  supplies 
in  all  respects,  in  quantity  and  purity,  are  satisfactory. 


WATER  SAMPLES 

Number  of 
samples  taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Piped  water  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Well  and  spring  water 

15 

7 

8 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Conditions  are  certainly  improving  though  even  some  major  schemes 
require  sanction  and  completion.  It  is  disappointing  to  find  that  sanitation 
in  some  schools  dates  back  50  years.  Queniborough  school  has  pan 
closets,  yet  there  are  no  practical  difficulties  to  a water  carriage  system. 

PAIL  CLOSETS 

There  are  1,564  pail  closets  in  the  district.  This  is  126  fewer  than  last 
year  and  now  Birstall  figures  a nil  return. 

The  detailed  information  for  each  parish  is  as  follows: — 

Properties  Properties  No.  of  pails 
Parish  with  a main  without  a main  in  each 

water  supply  water  supply  Parish 


ANSTEY  

1,123 

10 

104 

BARKBY  

99 

18 

51 

BARKBY  THORPE  ... 

- 

17 

10 

BARROW-UPON-SOAR 

796 

13 

77 

BEEBY 

25 

2 

13 

BIRSTALL  

2,108 

- 

- 

BURTON-ON-THE-WOLDS 

63 

14 

23 

COSSINGTON 

107 

8 

41 

COTES  

8 

4 

7 

CROXTON,  SOUTH  . . . 

- 

53 

40 

HOTON  

58 

11 

34 

MOUNTSORREL 

1,141 

12 

132 

NEWTOWN  LINEORD 

264 

17 

8 

PRESTWOLD 

14 

4 

11 

QUENIBOROUGH 

338 

16 

130 

QUORN  

933 

16 

35 

RATCLIFFE-ON-THE-WREAKE 

38 

13 

19 

REARSBY  

180 

17 

74 

ROTHLEY  

851 

11 

80 

SEAGRAVE  

71 

23 

85 

SILEBY  

1,247 

15 

128 

SWITHLAND 

38 

10 

21 

SYSTON  

1,564 

25 

109 

THRUSSINGTON 

113 

31 

74 

THURC  ASTON 

358 

12 

27 

THURMASTON 

1,168 

18 

20 

ULVERSCROFT 

- 

47 

14 

WALTON-ON-THE-WOLDS 

65 

16 

38 

WANLIP 

27 

3 

14 

WOODHOUSE 

482 

35 

25 

WYMESWOLD 

172 

52 

120 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  collection  of  refuse  was  carried  out  efficiently  but  its  disposal 
continues  to  raise  occasional  comment  at  Public  Health  Meetings.  The 
opening  of  Sileby  tipping  site  will  greatly  relieve  the  tips  at  Quorn  and 
Queniborough  and  no  trouble  can  then  be  foreseen.  No!? 

HOUSING 

The  following  table  gives  the  figures  for  houses  completed  and  in  the 
course  of  erection  for  the  year: — 


Prefabricated  

Completed  Uncompleted 
2 6 

Permanent 

174 

131 

Private  Enterprise  

17 

26 

193 

163 

There  were  1,148  applications  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the 
year  and,  of  these,  392  were  made  during  1951. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  47  of  this  Act  has  not  had  to  be  enforced  this  year.  This 
legislation  is  very  necessary  but  its  enforcement  would  be  an  unpleasant 
duty.  The  removal  of  aged  people,  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  from 
their  homes  so  often  seems  to  them  to  be  the  loss  of  life’s  last  comfort. 
Every  sympathetic  encouragement  is  always  given  to  such  cases. 

LABORATORY,  HOSPITAL,  AMBULANCE  AND  NURSING 
FACILITIES 

Close  co-operation  has  been  maintained  in  these  matters  with  the 
County  Medical  Services  with  complete  success.  Assistance,  which  has 
proved  very  valuable  to  all  cases  concerned,  has  been  readily  given. 

LABORATORY  SPECIMENS 


Number 

Nature  of  Specimen  Examined 

Throat  and  nose  swabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Faeces  and  urine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Blood  1 

V.  and  C.  swabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  158 

Water  and  Sewage  Analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Sputum  139 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

The  Annual  Report  gives  mt  the  opportunity  to  give  an  over-all 
picture  of  the  work  done  during  the  year,  and  includes  the  main  items 
from  the  monthly  reports  to  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committees. 
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From  the  number  of  inspections  made  it  is  possible  to  see  the  routine 
visits  which  have  been  made  to  multifarious  types  of  premises.  Many 
of  these  visits  are  opportunities  for  giving  instructions  in  the  improvement 
of  hygienic  conditions  and  methods. 


The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  to  educate  the  public  as  well  as 


enforce  hygienic  methods  by  statutory  action. 

Number  of 

INSPECTIONS  MADE 

Inspections 

Animal  Keeping 

48 

Bakehouses 

12 

Dairies 

...  128 

Drainage  Works 

...  1,454 

Dwelling  houses  (all  purposes) 

...  2,726 

Eood  Premises  

...  604 

Knacker’s  Yards 

34 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

84 

Rodent  Control  

...  1,350 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  

15 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  

43 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

54 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  

8 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc 

...  428 

Verminous  and  Dirty  Premises  ... 

12 

Water  Supplies  

...  863 

Workshops  and  Outworkers,  etc. 

...  115 

Other  Inspections 

...  767 

8,945 

NOTICES 

PRELIMINARY  OR  INFORMAL 

Public  Health 

Housing 

Nuisances,  etc. 

Outstanding  on  1st  January  

98 

25 

Issued  during  year 

305 

89 

Complied  with  during  year 

341 

101 

Statutory  action  necessar>^ 

81 

2 

Outstanding  31st  December  

62 

13 

STATUTORY 

Public  Health 

Housing 

Nuisances,  etc 

Outstanding  on  1st  January  

85 

3 

Issued  during  year 

81 

2 

Complied  with  during  year 

104 

4 

Outstanding  31st  December  

62 

1 

SUMMARY  ACTION 

It  was  not  necessary  to  enforce  any  Statutory  Notices  by  County 
Court  action. 


INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES 

The  work  under  the  Housing  Acts  during  the  year  has  consisted  of 
the  repair  of  houses  to  prevent  deterioration  and  the  provision  of  some 
amenities.  The  high  cost  of  repair  is  still  holding  up  more  ambitious 
schemes  for  reconditioning  houses  but  I am  pleased  to  record  a great 
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improvement  in  the  drainage  of  properties,  the  provision  of  internal 
water  supplies,  better  sanitary  accommodation  and  the  attention  to 
leaking  roofs  and  other  items  of  dis-repair. 

Demolition  Order;  were  made  on  6 houses  which  were  found  to  be 
totally  unfit  for  occupation.  There  are  several  hundred  houses  which 
provide  poor  accommodation  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  not  too-distant 
future  it  will  be  possible  to  clear  some  of  these  areas  and  re-house  the 
people. 


(1)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 1,351 

Number  of  Inspections  made  2,736 

(2)  Number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  118 

Number  of  Inspections  made  118 

(3)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  42 

(4)  Number  of  houses  requiring  repair  371 

(5)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  action  286 

(6)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  under 
Housing  Act; 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(7)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  under  Public 

Health  Acts  requiring  remedying  or  repair 81 

(8)  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  under  Public  Health 
Acts: 

(a)  by  owners  53 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made 6 

Number  of  houses  Demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  on  parts  of  houses  1 


OVERCROWDING 

There  was  one  new  case  of  Statutory  Overcrowding  recorded.  As 
stated  in  previous  reports,  the  hundreds  of  people  who  are  living  in 
uncomfortably  crowded  conditions  are  not  necessarily  “overcrowded 
under  the  Housing  Act”  as  this  Act  takes  into  account  all  the  rooms  in 
the  houses,  not  only  the  bedrooms  which  may  be  used  for  sleeping 
accommodation. 

VERMINOUS  PROPERTIES 

There  were  two  houses  treated  for  bed  bug  infestation  with  gammexane 
and  D.D.T. 

A Statutory  Notice  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was  served 
on  the  occupiers  of  a filthy  and  unwholesome  house  requiring  the  cleansing 
of  the  house.  Some  improvement  was  effected  and  this  house  is  kept 
under  vigilance. 

CAMPING  SITES 

There  were  41  sites  licensed  during  the  year  and  114  caravans  were 
used  for  occupation.  In  most  cases  the  people  had  no  other  homes. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY 

There  were  15  dairies  (other  than  dairy  farms)  and  1 distributor  of 
milk  on  the  register.  The  distribution  of  milk,  on  the  whole,  is  good  as 
the  milk  is  bottled  under  satisfactory  conditions  and  delivered  with 
reasonable  care.  The  Local  Authority  are  not  responsible  for  supervising 
the  production  of  milk. 


MILK  SAMPLES 


No.  of  samples  taken 
for  bacterilogical 
examination 


Class 

(Methylene  Blue, 
Cleanliness  Test) 

Satisfactory 

Not 

Satisfactory 

Ordinary  Milk  

58 

43 

15 

Tuberculin  Tested  

12 

11 

1 

Accredited 

11 

11 

- 

Pasteurised  

2 

2 

- 

No.  of  samples  taken  for 
biological  (T.B.)  examination 
74 

Satisfactory 

72 

Not 

Satisfactory 

2 

In  all  cases  where  the  milk  failed  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  Test 
the  reports  were  sent  to  the  County  Milk  Regulations  Officer  for  the 
methods  of  production  to  be  investigated. 

The  examination  of  milk  for  the  presence  of  myco-tuberculosis  and 
Br.  abortus  has  proved  to  be  worthwhile.  In  two  cases  milk  was  found 
to  be  infected  with  myco-tuberculosis  and  the  supply  of  raw  milk  was 
stopped.  In  each  case  an  infected  cow  was  removed  from  the  herd 
after  veterinary  examination. 


MILK  SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS  REGULATIONS,  1949 


Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

T.T. 

Dealer’s  Licences  issued 

5 

4 

5 

Supplementary  Licences  issued 

1 

2 

3 

ICE  CREAM 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  in  the  district  have  shown  an 
improvement  in  bacteriological  quality.  Cleaner  methods  in  the  handling 
of  ice  cream  and  the  wrapping  of  ice  cream  can  account  for  the  general 
improvement  in  quality. 


Number  of  samples  taken  68 

Grade  1 (Highest  Grade)  43 

Grade  2 18 

Grade  3 6 

Grade  4 1 


Iced  Lollipops: — 

Satisfactory  11 

Unsatisfactory  4 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTION 


There  were  1,168  pigs  and  5 sheep  killed  in  the  district  for  private 
persons  under  licences  from  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


The  following  articles  of  food  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption:— 


Bacon  

Cheese 

Jellied  Veal  (tinned) 
Meat  (tinned) 

Peas  (split) 

Prunes  (dried) 

Sausage  

Beans 

Fruit  

Marmalade 

Milk  

Peas 

Sardines  and  Pilchards 

Soup  

Tomatoes  ... 
Miscellaneous  items 


1 qr.  1 

St. 

lbs. 

9 lbs. 

12  lbs. 

18  qrs.  0 

St. 

5 lbs. 

1 qr.  0 

St. 

1 lbs. 

8 lbs. 
lOi  lbs, 
13  tins 


36  tins  and  67  jars 
5 tins  and  1 jar 
38  tins 
5 tins 
8 tins 
50  tins 
133  tins 
15 


FOOD  PREMISES 

The  inspection  of  food  premises  was  continued  throughout  the  year 
and  many  improvements,  principally  in  the  provision  of  personal  washing 
facilities  and  general  cleansing  of  premises,  were  effected. 

The  Council  printed  and  issued  notices  for  display  in  food  shops 
requesting  the  customers  not  to  bring  their  dogs  into  food  premises.  It 
was  found  that,  on  the  whole,  shopkeepers  welcomed  such  notices. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  in  the  district  was  carried  out  by 
the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator  (or  Rat  Catcher),  who  was  able  to  deal 
with  all  reported  cases  of  infestation. 

The  sewers  in  the  district  were  also  treated  for  the  destruction  of 
rats,  as  also  were  the  two  refuse  tips  and  the  sewage  farms. 

The  Council  give  a free  rodent  service  to  private  householders  and 
also  undertake  to  treat  business  premises  at  a moderate  charge. 

It  is,  however,  the  primary  responsibility  of  occupiers  of  property  or 
land  to  rid  the  property  or  land  of  rats  and  the  local  authority  will  step 
in  where  effective  methods  of  destruction  are  not  being  taken. 

During  the  year  661  private  houses  and  42  business  premises  were 
inspected.  219  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  with  rats  and  these 
were  effectively  treated. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Number  of  factories  on  Register  240 

Number  of  Inspections 115 

Number  of  written  notices  8 

Number  of  occupiers  prosecuted  

Number  of  defects  found 10 

Number  of  defects  remedied  10 

Number  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  

Number  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  7 

OUTWORKERS 

Number  employed  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel 296 

I have  the  honour  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  HALL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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